
What you will need:
3 Strawberry Plants
2 Grow Bags
Wildflower seeds
A small paint brush
3 lollypop sticks or labels
Scissors
Scales
3 Recording sheets
Pen or pencil
A protective sheet*

Planting Instructions
1. Place growbags on a protective sheet, 
cut out plastic top leaving 10 to 15cm 
margin, and break up the compost.

2. Carefully plant 3 strawberry plants in 1 
grow bag, spreading the roots out. Label 
these ‘Insect-pollinated’, 
‘Hand-pollinated’, and ‘Pollen-donor’.

3. Create the mini meadow in the other 
growbag. Scatter the seeds across 
surface, and brush fingers over to 
cover them with a thin layer. 

* You may wish to use a protective sheet to avoid potential staining underneath. You can also use your own 
containers, please see our project page thebuzzclub.uk/Buzzing_Balconies.php and ‘Frequently Asked 
Questions’ for details and instructions.

Project page: thebuzzclub.uk/Buzzing_Balconies.php
Email: buzzingbalconies@gmail.com
Twitter: @buzzingbalcony

4. Water growbags, until soil 
feels damp but not wet, and 
repeat once a week or as 
required. 

5. Pollinate strawberry flowers 
on ‘Hand-pollinated’ plant, and 
record findings (see overleaf).
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Pollinating Instructions
1. To hand-pollinate, collect pollen 
from the ‘Pollen-donor’ strawberry 
plant by gently brushing the stamens 
of the flower with the paintbrush.
2. Transfer this pollen by gently
brushing all over the central stigma of 
the ‘Hand-pollinated’ plant’s flowers 
with the same brush. 
3. Repeat this 2 to 3 times a week 
while the plant is flowering. Do not 
force open flowers, and stop once 
petals dry and fall off.

* Electronic copies of all recording and information sheets, including insect ID 
can be found on the project web page thebuzzclub.uk/Buzzing_Balconies.php
.

Strawberry flower

Recording Instructions
1. Record your strawberry plant data each week on the Record Sheets 
provided*.
2. Harvest the strawberries once they are red by cutting the stalk, and 
weigh these using electronic scales, if possible.
3. Record date and location for any insect you see, and any flowers that 
grow in your meadow using our Record Sheets*.
4. Send Record Sheets to us via email or post.
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Email photos to us at 

buzzingbalconies@gmail.com

and tweet us @buzzingbalcony
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